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Framlingham
College marks
century of rugby

Framlingham College is
celebrating a historic
sporting milestone this year,
marking 100 years of rugby
being played at the school.

Rugby replaced football at the
college in 1924 after the
headmaster at the time,
Francis Wilfrid Stocks,
declared that he was
“absolutely unrepentant” in
making his students switeh to a
sport that he considered “would
be most useful to them in the
future.”

To mark this historic
occasion, a special centenary
match will take place on
Sunday, September 22, on the
college’s iconic rughy pitch,
Lords.

The match will replicate the
very first rugby fixture played
at the college exactly 100 years
ago, in which Framlingham
College was defeated by Ipswich
Rugby Club, 22-8, on Saturday,
October. 11, 1924,

The current 1st XV is hoping
to reverse the result from the
1920s.

In conjunction with this
centenary year, the college
welcomed Will Cotterill as its
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new Head of Rugby at the start
of the 2024/25 season.

Will joined the college after a
distinguished playing and
coaching career, following his
most recent position as Director
of Rughy at Shelford RFC.

Mr Cotterill said: “It is an
absolute privilege to join
Framlingham College and
contribute to this historic
celebration of rughy.

“To coach at a school with
such deep roots in the sport is
truly special.

“We expect a
big crowd - the
boys deserve
that - and
we will
aim to
continue
our
streak of
three
wins on
the
bounce.”

He
continued: “It's a
great commitment for

5

The first XV team in 1924 Images: FRAMLINGHAM COLLEGE

contact element, but we need to
work through that and make it
a safe game for everyone to
enjoy.”

involved and contribute to the
sport across the decades. It's a
great game, It's faced some

pressures recently around the

the college to have kept
rughy on the sporting
programme for 100 years, and
for the pupils to continue to get
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